
 TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON 

REGULAR MEETING 

 

May 2, 2018 

6:00 P.M. 

 

FLAG SALUTE 
Council President Trueblood led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance, announced that 
notice of the meeting was given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, and 
followed by roll call. 
 

ROLL CALL 

PRESENT     ABSENT  
Elisabeth McCartney     
Jason Allen  
Donovan Gardner  
Letha Jackson 
Norma Trueblood 
 
Also present: Mayor David Patriarca, Business Administrator, Dennis Gonzalez and  
Solicitor Andrew Bayer and Deputy Township Clerk, Sunshine Dashiell.  
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Council President Trueblood called the meeting to order at approximately 6:00 p.m.  
 

CLOSED SESSION 
  96-2018 Authorizes Council to go into Closed Session - Not Adopted 
            
Council President Trueblood advised there would be no Closed Session.    
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS  
Council President Trueblood opened the meeting up to general public comments. 
 

America Phillips, Presidential Lakes – 1. Asked for an update on the Presidential Lakes 
Firehouse. Mayor Patriarca advised he would be meeting with the developer on Friday to 
go over final changes. Stated they should be coming to Council very soon with the 
conceptual plan and price. Ms. Phillips asked if it will need a new septic or well system and 
if it would be one. Mayor Patriarca stated that if it was necessary a new system would be 

done at that time. 2. Asked if anything has been going on in Presidential Lakes since March 
as she has been away. It was noted nothing has been going on.  
 
Seeing no other residents wishing to be heard, this portion of the meeting was closed to the 
public.  
 

Consent Agenda: All items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine by the 

Township Council and will be enacted by one motion. Should a Council Member wish to 

discuss a consent agenda item separately, that item can be removed from the consent 

agenda and considered in its normal sequence on the regular agenda. 
 
Council President Trueblood advised that Resolution 102-2018 needed to be added to the 
Consent Agenda and read the title of the Resolution.  
 
Motion by Gardner and McCartney to add Resolution 102-2018 to the Consent Agenda. 
Gardner, yes; McCartney, yes; Allen, yes; Jackson, yes; Trueblood, yes. Motion carried.  
 
Council President Trueblood advised that there was also a bill that needed to be added to 
the bill list. Advised that bill was for Pendex Incorporated for $3,010.00.  
 
Motion by McCartney and Jackson to add this bill to the bill list. McCartney, yes; Jackson, 
yes; Gardner, yes; Allen, yes; Trueblood, yes. Motion carried.  
 
Councilman Gardner asked to pull Resolution 100-2018. Councilman Allen asked to pull 
New Business item A5. Councilwoman McCartney asked to pull New Business item A1.   
 
 
 
   



CONSENT AGENDA  

 

MEETING MINUTES 
Regular Meeting, April 18, 2018. 
 

*CONSENT AGENDA RESOLUTIONS  
 97-2018  Authorizes the purchase of a Heavy-Duty Vehicle Lift from Vehicle Services Group under 

State Contract #80127 in the amount of $19,352.49. 
 
 98-2018  Authorizes the lease of a Pothole Killer Truck from Patch Management under State contract 

#80361 in the amount not to exceed $27,500.00. 
 
 99-2018  Authorizes Public Auction of Municipally owned land no longer needed for public use, Block 

605, Lot 13, 22 Chippewa Trail.  
 
 100-2018 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting.  

 
 101-2018 Authorizes various routine refunds in the total amount of $125.00. 
  
NEW BUSINESS 

*a.   Purchases over $2,000 
 1.  Recreation Department – Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting.  

 
 2.  Recreation Department - Fireworks show for 2018 Water Carnival from Fireworks 

Extravaganza in the total amount of $8,500.00. 
 
 3.  Recreation Department - Inflatables to be used at 2018 Water Carnival from Seashore 

Amusements in the total amount of $3,846.25. 
 
 4.  Public Works - Annual Support and Maintenance of the Public Works Software from 

Tracker Software Corporation in the total amount of $2,350.00. 
 
 5.  Public Works - Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting.  

 

*b. 2018 Used Automobile Licenses 
 1. CSI Investments 

 

Motion by Allen and Jackson to approve the Consent Agenda as amended. Allen, yes; 
Jackson, yes; Gardner, yes; McCartney, yes, Trueblood, yes. Motion carried.  
 

RESOLUTIONS 
 100-2018 Approves a 'Release and Indemnification Agreement' with the County of 

Burlington for 2018 Events, Road Closures. Pulled from the Consent Agenda.  
 
Councilman Gardner stated that he pulled this just to point out all of the things that are 
done in the town. This resolution shows that there are things to do in town. Noted various 
events that take place throughout town such as parades and hopes the town will come out to 
support these events. It was noted that all of the events are advertised.  
 
Motion by Gardner and McCartney to approve Resolution 100-2018. Gardner, yes; 
McCartney, yes; Allen, yes; Jackson, yes; Trueblood, yes. Motion carried.  
 

NEW BUSINESS 
*a.   Purchases over $2,000 
 1.  Recreation Department - Geese clearing services at Mirror Lake Beach and 

Presidential Lakes Beach from Geese Police, Inc. in the total amount of 
$7,072.00. Pulled from the Consent Agenda.  

 

 
Councilwoman McCartney stated she had reviewed the invoice and knows the geese are a 
problem and asked if this would include Country Lakes. Mayor Patriarca advised it was not 
included because we do not run a swim beach in Country Lakes. Advised that this service 
was for the swim beaches. Noted that we do not have a swim beach in Country Lakes due 
to the lack of participation in past years. Councilman Allen asked if this was a swim at your 
own risk beach. Mayor Patriarca stated that we do not promote swim at your own risk but 
he is aware people do it. Councilwoman McCartney asked about the related attachment 
from the Recreation Department and when the services will be provided. Questioned if 
there was any communication with the company between May and September to see how 
things are going and if there is any accountability for the services being provided. Mr. 
Gonzalez advised that the Director of Recreation and the summer employees would report 
if the services were not being rendered and then Mr. Gonzalez would be contacted to reach 



out to the company. Mayor Patriarca advised they could advise the Director to reach out to 
the contractor to provide us with a schedule of when he is there.  
 
Motion by McCartney and Allen to approve New Business item A1. McCartney, yes; Allen, 
yes; Gardner; yes; Jackson, yes; Trueblood, yes. Motion carried.  

   

 5.  Public Works - 2018 EPA required water testing from Northern Lake 
Service, Inc. in the total amount of $5,912.00. Pulled from the Consent Agenda.  

 
Councilman Allen asked how often this testing is required, if it is annual and if this is for all 
of the wells. Mr. Gonzalez advised that testing is required by the State and the 
Environmental Protection Agency. Explained the process and that all wells would be tested 
and reports are provided to the EPA and NJDEP. Noted that if there are any issues 
residents would be advised via letter from them.  
 
Motion by Allen and Gardner to approve New Business item A5. Allen, yes; Gardner, yes; 
Jackson, yes; McCartney, yes; Trueblood, yes. Motion carried.  
 

OTHER RESOLUTIONS AND PUBLIC HEARING ON 2018 MUNICIPAL 

BUDGET AND ADOPTION OF 2018 MUNICIPAL BUDGET 

 
Mayor Patriarca came forward to present the 2018 Budget to Council and the 
public. Gave credit to Joyce Tinnes for her assistance in preparing the budget 
presentation. Provided a brief overview of the budget for the last 27 years. Advised 
on the tax increases under other administrations and advised that under his 
administration it was only 7%. Noted that Pemberton Township has the 2nd lowest 
taxes in Burlington County and is 16th lowest in the State. Advised on where to 
locate this information on the town website. Gave an overview of the budget and 
what it consists of including previous years through the present with the bottom 
line numbers. Advised on the towns current debt and the decrease from the 
previous year. Advised on emergency issues that came up throughout the previous 
year and items that had to be inserted into the budget. Noted that the larges parts of 
the budget are for the Police and Public Works. Advised that Administration 
incudes all of the additional departments including Tax Collector. Tax Assessor, 
Township Clerk and so on. Compared the current salaries to those from previous 
years and that we are spending less due to retirement and workers compensation. 
Noted these are things that cannot be predetermined unless retirement papers are in 
at the time the budget is being done. Advised that expenses are at $8.1 million and 
went up by about $11,000 this year. Advised they were much higher years ago but 
are down even with this increase. Noted the reasons for the increase including 
asphalt for our road program. Advised on mandatory obligations including 
pensions. Commented on the taxpayer contributions and the public employee 
contributions. Advised on how everything is paid for. Noted the tax levy picks up 
$15 million and that this year the tax levy is $15.2 million dollars. Added that the 
court is down about $85,000 but we are up in other areas. Noted they are 
anticipating $3.1 million in revenue this year. Advised on the pilot program with 
Browns Mills Apartments and money being put into reserve for the repayment of 
debt. Advised on the difference in revenue from this year to last. Commented that 
last year they brought in $789,000 in vacant property registrations. Advised on the 
annual debt statement and our current debt being $27.2 million. Noted spikes 
through certain years and gave the example of the Country Lakes Dams being 
done. Noted we are down about $1 million dollars and in 10 years have probably 
spent close to $20 million dollars on projects and purchases and paid for it. Also 
noted water and sewer were self-liquidating debt with water being $1.2 million and 
sewer being $1.8 million. Noted the debt that will be paid off over the next couple 
of years. Added that we are allowed to borrow up to $51 million dollars and that 
our debt ratio is very low and that it was much higher in 2002.  
 
Councilwoman Jackson asked how much taxes would be raised. Mayor Patriarca 
advised it would be $.6 cents on a house costing $150,000 which would be about 
$9.00 a year. Councilwoman Jackson asked why they were able to keep the taxes 
so low. Mayor Patriarca stated he feels they are being responsible with the 
taxpayer’s money and putting it where they are asking for it to go. Stated there are 
things they would like to do differently and add more but we are bound by the 2% 
cap. Noted the titles that were eliminated as they were unnecessary. Noted they 
had done a table of organization to see what was needed verses what was wanted. 
Advised this helped to better control salaries to better represent what employees 



were actually doing. Advised that Mr. Gonzalez sends out notices in September in 
preparation of the budget for the upcoming year. Mr. Gonzalez advised that one of 
the things he does throughout the year is a constant evaluation of what is being 
spent and where. Noted he starts July 1st re-evaluating the document currently 
before Council for approval. Noted he has someone in Finance provide him with 
spreadsheets of how much we have spent on each line item to date. Advised on his 
process through July, August and September. Councilwoman Jackson reiterated 
that we are the 16th lowest in the State of New Jersey for taxes. Mayor Patriarca 
pointed out that there are 565 municipalities. Councilwoman Jackson asked why 
bonding was done. Mayor Patriarca advised that if they did not bond they could 
not make some of the larger purchases they have made because it would exceed the 
2% cap. Noted that it is essentially buying items on credit as you would your house 
or car. Gave examples of some of the larger purchases they have made such as the 
milling machine. Advised if they were to not bond it would fall on the residents 
which is not fair. Mr. Gonzalez advised on the State not allowing certain purchases 
to be done without bonding. Noted the benefits of the purchases and the shared 
costs of everyone over the 20 years. Noted the various salaries, pension payments 
and health benefits that get paid for the employees. Mr. Bayer noted that if we are 
16th out of 565 we are in the top 3% of the State. Councilwoman Jackson asked 
what it meant that court was down. Mayor Patriarca advised that revenue was 
down with not as many tickets being given out or fines being assessed. Mr. 
Gonzalez advised that it is typical that courts end up costing more revenue but are 
required to do it. Councilwoman Jackson asked what would be considered an 
emergency. Mayor Patriarca commented that the Revaluation was something they 
were required to do and had to get a note to cover the $750,000. Advised on other 
unexpected emergency purchases. Mr. Gonzalez advised that the Revaluation was 
something that would be paid off over the course of 5 years. Councilwoman 
Jackson asked for an explanation of a bond and a note. Mayor Patriarca advised 
that a note is good for 1 year and a bond is over the course of several years. 
Councilwoman Jackson asked what the State Aid money was used for. Mayor 
Patriarca explained that this was money that was taken from us and is now given 
back to us at the leisure of the State. Mr. Gonzalez advised that there used to be a 
number of resources that came to the municipalities. Explained what had happened 
with this money over the years.  
 
Councilman Gardener asked when some of this money would be paid off. Mr. 
Gonzalez advised it would be over the next 2 to 4 years. Noted that there were a 
number of bonds that we will make final payment with $1 million to $1.7 million 
coming off of the debt. Mayor Patriarca advised on the various resources this 
money is coming from. Explained the leasing process and no longer being able to 
do leasing.  
 
Councilwoman McCartney asked if the fire Department was included in the 
budget. Mayor Patriarca advised this would be under operating expenses and was 
not in the original pie chart. Councilwoman McCartney stated she wanted to 
clarify the percentage. Mayor Patriarca stated they do about $150,000 to $160,000 
a year for Fire OE. Mr. Gonzalez noted there are no salaries as they are all 
volunteer. Discussion ensued on the Fire Department and funding. It was noted 
that the fire trucks are ours. Advised that Police OE was covered under the Fleet 
Division.  
 
Councilman Allen advised that he wanted to commend Administration for 
constantly finding grants that the Township can benefit from. Stated he thinks it is 
impressive that, barring any emergencies, the debt will be lower than when Mayor 
Patriarca took office. Asked how the pilot program was working for the Browns 
Mills Apartments. Mayor Patriarca stated it was coming near its end and would be 
going back on full tax rolls.  
 
At this time Council President Trueblood opened this portion of the meeting for a 
public hearing.  
 

1. Public Hearing 
 

Gaye Burton, Browns Mills – 1. Asked what the 2% cap meant. Mr. Gonzalez 
advised it was a 2% spending cap and that what was spent last year can only be 
increased by 2%. Ms. Burton asked if they recalled what the emergency was in 2012. 
Mr. Bayer advised that Well #11 was remediated.  



Seeing no other residents wishing to be heard, this portion of the meeting was closed 
to the public.  

 
 2. 103-2018 Authorizes 2018 Municipal Budget to be read by title 
    only. 
 
Motion by Jackson and McCartney to approve Resolution 103-2018. Jackson, yes; 
McCartney, yes; Allen, yes; Gardner, yes; Trueblood, yes. Motion carried. 
   

 3. 104-2018 Adopts 2018 Municipal Budget. Contingent upon receiving 
    approval from the State.  

 
Motion by Jackson and Gardner to approve Resolution 104-2018. Jackson, yes; Gardner, 
yes; McCartney, yes; Allen, yes; Trueblood, yes. Motion carried.  
 

REPORTS & COMMUNICATIONS 
 a.  Engineer's Report – 4/26/2018  
 
Council President Trueblood asked if Council had any questions. Council had no 
questions. 
 

BILL LIST 
Approval by Council required for payment of vouchers on bill list dated 4/26/2018. 
 
Motion by McCartney and Gardner to approve the Bill List. McCartney, yes; Gardner, yes; 
Jackson, yes; Allen, yes with the exception of any and all grants and bills pertaining to the 
NJ State Police or the Attorney General's office; Trueblood, yes. Motion carried.  

 SOLICITOR'S REPORT: 

Mr. Bayer reported: Nothing to report. 

 

MAYOR'S AND/OR BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT: 

 
Mayor Patriarca reported: Nothing to report.  
 

COMMENTS BY COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
 

Councilman Gardner – Noted that at the last meeting Councilman Allen had brought up 
the idea of cameras at the parks and he is in agreement with this. Knows they do not catch 
the person in the act but can be used as an investigative tool. Mayor Patriarca advised it is 
not in this year’s budget but is certainly something they can look into. Councilman Gardner 
asked what the possibility would be to have Porto Potties in the park in the summer hours. 
Stated he knows that they can be vandalized but maybe they could have a time lock on 
them. Questioned the street lights in Sunbury. Mayor Patriarca advised that he had spoken 
to JCP&L last week who has started installing the lights. Stated he is going to check on 
them before ordering the rest of them to see how bright they are. Councilman Gardner 
asked about staggering the hours at the Public Works gate for the summer. Mr. Gonzalez 
advised this was a good time to consider this as they are in the process of interviewing for 
that position. Councilman Gardner advised that the air show was this weekend. Noted that 
last weekend he participated in the community clean up. Urged everyone to go out and 
participate. Thanked all for coming out.   

 

Councilwoman Jackson – Stated that the Mayor and Administration did a great job on the 
budget. Advised that when she was just a resident she just wanted things done but has 
learned a lot sitting on this side of things. Thanked all for coming out and have a safe trip 
home.  
 

Councilman Gardner – Noted that at the last meeting the old Acme was brought up and he 
just wanted to say we are moving to take care of this problem. Has heard over several years 
that the building is just an eyesore and now that they are trying to fix things people are 
asking why they are doing this or that. Stated he just doesn’t get it.  
 

Councilman Allen – Commended the Recreation Department for always doing a great job 
in bringing good programs to the town. Noted that he had generated some ideas tonight 
about the beaches and hoped we could have a kayak race to utilize the natural resources. 
Suggested a volleyball tournament at the beach. Mayor Patriarca advised that there was a 



kayak race coming on May 12th. Councilman Allen asked what the process was for someone 
to get a street light on their street. Mayor Patriarca advised that there is a section on the 
website to request a light. Mr. Gonzalez advised on the process including Public Works 
going out to evaluate the area.  
 

Councilwoman McCartney – Noted that Saturday May 5th was the free community drop 
off and recycling promotion day at Public Works. Noted it was for shredding, old tires and 
paint cans amongst other things, from 8 a.m. until 12 p.m. this weekend. Advised that this 
was for residents only not businesses. Advised of the the Triangle Project supported by the 
Mayor and the Rotary Club, stating that they would be planting flowers on the 11th and that 
the Rotary Club has donated a bench which will have a plaque on it. Noted it would be nice 
to have people out who participated to show collaboration throughout the community.  
 

Council President Trueblood – Thanked everyone for being here. Thanked the Mayor and 
Administration for the budget presentation. Stated she knows it is a lot of work. Advised 
that the budget presentation at the BMIA building was well attended and resident left 
feeling they understood what the future of Pemberton is. Stated she is looking forward to all 
of the upcoming events in town. Noted that so many people say there is nothing to do and 
here it is showing there is. Asked to have a moment of silence for Cody McPherson whose 
body was found a few weeks ago. Knows this is difficult for the family and it is in the hands 
of the law now but feels it would be appropriate at this time. Thanked everyone for the 
moment of silence.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:35 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
 
 
 
Sunshine Dashiell, Deputy Township Clerk 


